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Mackinac Island Tourism is among our more complex travel 
campaigns. Serving as the Agency of Record for Mackinac, 
MLive Media Group has developed multi-year strategies that 
tie each action to an outcome, ultimately moving the needle 
for island lodging revenues, expanding the season considered 
“peak”/reducing the length of the shoulder seasons, and 
driving visibility for Mackinac Island. Under our guidance, the 
Island was named among the “Best Islands in the US” by the 
readers of Condé Nast, “Hottest US Summer Destination” by 
TripAdvisor, “Best Little Beach town to Visit” by Coastal Living, 
and “Most Tourist Friendly City” by Expedia. In the Summer 
of 2022, Mackinac Island was named “Best Island in the 
Continental US” by Travel + Leisure Magazine. 

PR O D U C T S  U S E D :
• Paid Search using 

Performance Max

• Extensive Creative Services 

• Targeted Display and 
Re-messaging

• Content Marketing: Sponsor 
Content, Blog posts, 
Newsletters, Web content

• Paid Social Media 

• Organic Social Media 
Consulting

• Web Design and 
Development 

• Video (Pre-roll and YouTube)

• Location Data Service 
Management and Analytics

“BEST ISLAND” Announcement:  
https://youtu.be/kQZFc6d080U
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MLive Media Group, Mackinac Island Tourism’s Agency of Record, has endeavored to achieve 
increased notoriety for the island, but also dramatically improve the revenue of the island and the 
length of the peak season. Both actions have created growth of revenue by more than 30% since 
2011. 

In 2013, Mackinac Island Tourism identified a need for a refined, laser targeted digital campaign. 
Since that time, the budgetary commitment to this proven digital strategy has more than doubled, 
and the results speak for themselves. 

Key Performance Indicators, Goals
• Maximize market share and room revenue on Mackinac Island, being flexible  

in the needs of the Island and how it relates to the pandemic and other factors
• Inspire potential visitors to choose Mackinac Island as their trip destination
• Support, empower and educate our members and partners

We do all of this (and more) by delivering a fluid, curated planning experience, while speaking to 
different audiences in the ways most meaningful to them, sharing the unique experiences of the 
Island, answering the most sought-after questions, and maintaining our integrity and brand promise 
in everything we do.

While goals change year to year, the primary initiative has always been to increase total room 
revenue on Mackinac Island. MLive Media Group understand that increasing site traffic and 
conversions, which include outbound hotel links, visitor guide downloads/requests and newsletter 
sign-ups on mackinacisland.org are the leading indicators of how the island will pace in room 
revenue. Adjusting and solving for the appropriate increase in engaged web visitors during target 
months, the strategy lifts traffic and with it, room night revenue.

“ This charming island is a throwback to old-timey 
seaside leisure with the candy-colored facades of 
downtown shops,” TripAdvisor says. “Mackinac is 
world-famous for its homemade fudge and travelers 
can work off sugar highs by exploring the limestone 
bluffs of Mackinac Island State Park.

Forbes named the island a top 
“secret celebrity hideaway” 
and even Men’s Journal got in 
on the recognition action.
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Because the island is open only May through October, getting it right the first time is always critical. 
While optimization can happen in real time, rapid changes in the engine room can sometimes still 
result in a slow-turning vessel. Using historical data, travel research, and audience profiling, MLive 
Media Group actively predicts peaks in bookings, understands target audiences and messaging, 
and optimizes to lift conversions. In addition, research was used from the targeted SEM efforts to 
understand how far in advance travelers planned and booked their vacations to Mackinac Island. 
These insights dictated a full year marketing campaign (not just pre or peak season) that elevated 
bookings in both early and late season, adding to increases of total room revenue for the island and 
expanding the lighter “shoulder seasons” that compliment the peak that naturally occurs in summer. 

This research, along with weekly and monthly performance data by channel and as a whole, informs 
which audiences are most likely to convert. Focusing on primary, secondary and tertiary markets by 
month or season (including statewide, regional, national and international audiences/geographies) 
enables Mackinac Island to reach visitors planning trips that are longer in duration, resulting in 
incremental revenue increases. Each digital channels’ performance is assessed and optimized by its 
own lead expert, to consistently increase performance throughout the duration of the campaign, 
lowering the cost per click and increasing conversion metrics. In this way, our subject matter experts 
are intimately aware of their own channels and how they impact the others, magnifying or decaying 
elements across the omni channel campaign.

How We Keep Connected
Most crucial to this partnership has been the way the relationship is fashioned. An annual campaign 
of this size requires a regular cadence of meetings. Mackinac Island Tourism and MLive Media 
Group gather virtually by week with the lead account manager and bi-weekly with subject matter 
experts. This allows Mackinac Island staff to communicate directly with those responsible for indi-
vidual channels. We meet in person as an Island + Agency team once each month, reporting on 
how each channel interacted, recommendations for change, review of specific elements, and overall 
performance of the campaign. With this pulse of touch points, all parties have opportunity to raise 
concerns, optimize existing campaigns, and forge stronger bonds across shared outcomes. With 
regular (near daily) phone conversations, texts, emails and the like, the MLive team has effectively 
become an extension of the Mackinac Island team, owning the outcomes personally, just as the 
island team does.

After nearly nine years, MLive Media Group remains the Agency of Record for Mackinac Island and 
pacing is currently on track to exceed conversion and room revenue goals, even while coping with 
the aftermath of COVID-19.

“…the relationship has grown to the point that [MLive is] an essential part 
of our entire marketing and advertising plan. Bright, intelligent, quick 

on their feet and true to their word. It is the perfect mix that makes up a 
strong successful relationship.”

– Tim Hygh, Executive Director, Mackinac Island Convention and Visitors Bureau
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Results

BLOG

TOTAL VISITOR GUIDE REQUESTS/VIEWS ARE 

up 143% 

610k+ 
CONTENT PAGEVIEWS 

(235% increase 2021 vs 2019)

416,204 
SITE ENTRANCES 

via Blog in 2021 up 316%
(increasing organic traffic to the 

site is a primary goal of the blog – 
not coincidentally, organic traffic 

accounted for 59% of blog traffic in 
2021, up from 47% in 2019)

13,693 
HOURS ON PAGE 

in 2021 up 255% in annual 
time spent on blog

SINCE IMPLEMENTING PERFORMANCE MAX WITH PAID SEARCH IN MARCH OF 2022, 
WE HAVE SEEN THE FOLLOWING GROWTH:

82.50% 
INCREASE 

IN CLICKS YOY

32.07% INCREASE 
IN CONVERSIONS 

YOY

59% INCREASE 
IN IMPRESSIONS 

YOY

14% DECREASE 
IN CPA YOY

38.45% 
DECREASE 

IN CPC
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S T Y L E  G U I D E  A N D  S U B  B R A N D S

CO-BRANDED LOGOS
Events on Mackinac Island may require designs to be built for the purpose of advertising or collateral material. 

These co-branded logos may be used in those situations but must not be considered as the primary logo.

MACKINAC ISLAND CREATIVE STYLE GUIDE 2019

SUB BRANDS DEVELOPED BY OUR CREATIVE TEAM

COMPREHENSIVE STYLE GUIDE

TEXT OVERLAYS
Whenever possible, a minimalist approach to headlines is practiced, using words that are emotive, palpable, and quintessentially 

Mackinac Island. Special preference given to those words or headlines appearing in testimonials or guest remarks. 

MACKINAC ISLAND CREATIVE STYLE GUIDE 2019

PROFESSIONAL
All photographs selected should be light, airy, and contain subject matter that is quintessentially Mackinac Island. Posed shots should 

feel warm and inviting. Capturing the curious nature of island guests, these images should be crafted to showcase the island in its 
finest light. Smiles are always present, the sun is always shining, and seeing each image should take the viewer to a place in time and 

memory.

When possible, compositions are asymmetrical in layout, so to maximize use in advertisements and other chosen placements.

MACKINAC ISLAND CREATIVE STYLE GUIDE 2019

CREATIVE 
STYLE GUIDE 

2019

MACKINAC ISLAND CREATIVE STYLE GUIDE 2019

TYPEFACES
For all primary headlines within 
designs for Mackinac Island, built 
for the purpose of distribution, 
advertising, or collateral material, 
the font Montserrat Medium 
should be used. Tracking should 
be set to 0.

P R I M A R Y  H E A D L I N E  F O N T

MONTSERRAT
MEDIUM

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N
O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o
p q r s t u v w x y z

1 2 3 4 5 6 8 9 0
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+ < > / \ | [ ] { } ¡ ™ £ ¢ ∞
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COLORS
Selected photographs should primarily include light and airy feeling and hues, and contain subject matter that is quintessentially Mackinac Island. Whenever 
possible, the majority of the photograph contains hues complimentary to the brand palette. Professional photography might even direct clothing selections 

and the like in order to contribute to the color story of the �nished placement or placements.

BRAND COLORS PHOTO COLOR STORY

#003865 #FF8070
#FFB7AD

#EC8680

#D7765D

#FFE0BF

#FFE0BF

#EEBE69

#E5EEA4

#C8D280

#AFBE69

#CEE3DA

#A4D0BC

#80B99C

#A5D4FF

#89C0DF

#72A2C3

#FAB2DE

#E086B9

#C45991

#F0E6D7

#E2D6C5

#D2BF9B

#E3BBB1

#B08577

#875F4A
#BCB59F #332F21

MACKINAC ISLAND CREATIVE STYLE GUIDE 2019

MACKINAC ISLAND CREATIVE STYLE GUIDE 2019

DIGITAL APPLICATION
Statements should be made declaratively, about 
the Island. Mackinac Island isn’t the persona: 
meaning narrative isn’t written from the 
perspective of the island as a human being or “the 
writer.” Notions of geographic location should be 
broader—written from the sense of “Getting to the 
Island” rather than “Getting here.”  

Special effort is made to reference the Island’s 
broad categorical ownership, as in “Our Island”, to 
further the user’s willingness to make the space his 
or her own and to subtly reference the many 
stakeholder groups any guest will encounter.

(When done properly, this phraseology will benefit 
the hashtag use #mymackinac.)

All phrasing in Display Media is done with as much 
visceral language as possible, preferably crafted by 
user experience, and limited to single phrases 
whenever possible. Calls to Action are minimal, 
limited to a single word if possible.  Whenever 
actual statements of our guests are harvested, their 
own words should be reflected in the headlines, 
subheads and other.

VOICE
D I G I T A L ,  P R I N T ,  
&  O O H  C R E A T I V E
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AFFILIATED BRAND LABELS, DESIGNED TO SUPPORT MACKINAC ISLAND’S EXTENDED VISIBILITY
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P R O U D L Y  M A D E  B Y

From the relaxing clip-clop pace 
of life and stunning views of the 

Mackinac Bridge to booming 
cannon fire at historic Fort 

Mackinac and the sweet scent of 
lilacs in June, a summer 

experience on Mackinac Island is 
full of memories you won’t soon 

forget. Memories so vivid you can 
almost taste them.

 
In your hand is just one of 

Mackinac Island’s many 
memorable flavors, this tart and 
sweet lemonade, brought to you 

by a trusted Michigan Brand.

Enjoy!

A  M A C K I N A C  I S L A N D  

SUMMER 
MEMORY

MACKINACISLAND.ORG

GUERNSEY FARMS DAIRY
21300 NOVI ROAD
NORTHVILLE, MI 48167

GUERNSEYFARMSDAIRY.COM
1 6  F L  O Z .        4 7 3  M L

T H E  O F F I C I A L  L E M O N A D E  O F

A  B O T T L E  O F

P
U R E  S U M M E R
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WEBSITE
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BLOG ACCOMPANIMENTS

M A C K I N A C 
I S L A N D ’ S 
B O T A N I C A L 
T R A I L
Mackinac Island is less than 4 square 

miles yet has over 70 miles of trails. 

And on top of that, 80% of the Island 

is State Park land! Good for hiking, 

biking, and even horseback riding the 

trails crisscross the Island running along 

bluffs, over hills, and through the thick 

canopy of the forest.

Help Keep 
Mackinac 
Beautiful!
There are a few simple things you 

can do to help sustain our island 

and keep it beautiful for everyone!

MACKINAC ISLAND 

STATE PARK ETIQUETTE

❧ Do Not Pick The Flowers 

There is a fine for picking flowers in 

the Mackinac Island State Park. As 

beautiful as they are, please leave 

them where they are.

❧ Do Not Climb Natural Features 

Many natural features on Mackinac 

are delicate and subject to erosion 

making them dangerous to climb on. 

They are also sacred places for the 

Anishnaabek so please do not climb 

rocks or limestone features.

❧ Stay On Designated Trails 

Going off the trail can cause erosion 

and kills plants and vegetation. Please 

stay on designated trails. If you need a 

map, they are located at the Tourism 

Bureau Booth or various downtown 

establishments.

❧ Leave No Trace 
Pick up after yourself and leave no 

trace. Garbage cans are located 

throughout the Island and at various 

points of interest. Do your part 

and help us keep Mackinac Island 

beautiful!

B O T A N I C A L  T R A I L

Scavenger Hunt!

Nature Journal
Take time out to stop and 

appreciate nature. 

Be still. Take mental notes 

of the sounds and smells 

that make Mackinac 

Island a wonderful 

place to visit. List your 

favorites to the right.

Sounds and Smells of 
Mackinac Island:

When you begin the journey along the Botanical Trail, you’ll find signs for 

trees, plants, fungi, flowers, and ferns you might find on Mackinac.

How many can you spot? 

❏	 Cedar Trees

❏	 Wall Hawkweed

❏	 Norway Maple

❏	 Dwarf Lake Iris

❏	 Twinflower

❏	 Large-flowered Trillium

❏	 Foamflower

❏	 Jack-in-the-pulpit

❏	 Yellow Trout-lily

❏	 White Baneberry

❏	 Wild Columbine

❏	 Eastern White Pine

❏	 Yellow Lady’s Slipper

❏	 Paper Birch

❏	 Marginal Wood Fern

❏	 Ostrich Fern

❏	 False Solomon’s Seal

❏	 Turkey Tail

❏	 Fly Amanita

❏	 Tent Stakes

BONUS POINTS FOR WILDLIFE!

❏	 The Eastern Chipmunk

❏	 Monarch butterfly

❏	 Ruby-Throated Hummingbird

❏	 Downy and Hairy Woodpecker

❏	 Pileated Woodpecker

❏	 Barred Owl

❏	 Black Squirrel

❏	 Fox

❏	 Deer 

Color the fox 
and butterfly!

B U T T E R F L Y H O U S E S
T H E  O R I G I N A L 
M A C K I N A C  I S L A N D B U T T E R F L Y  H O U S E  A N D I N S E C T  W O R L D
6750 McGulpin St, Mackinac Island, MI 49757(906) 847-3972
www.originalbutterflyhouse.com

W I N G S  O F  M A C K I N A C B U T T E R F L Y 
C O N S E R V A T O R Y
7528 Carriage Road, Mackinac Island, MI 49757May - Oct: (906) 847-9464  |  Nov - April: (231) 881-3530www.wingsofmackinac.com

A C T I V I T Y  P A G E

Butterfly Life Cycle

Color my wings!

EGGS
Adult female butterflies lay eggs. Almost all eggs are yellow or green, the smallest being less than a millimeter! Some eggs hatch in as little as a few days  

- others take months.

CATERPILLAR (LARVA)
The egg hatches into tiny larva which must molt (shed their skin) in order to grow. Most caterpillars do this four or  five times for at least two weeks. 

FUN FACT: Caterpillars can grow 100 times their size in 
this stage!

CHRYSALIS (PUPA)
A caterpillar finds a twig or other safe place to attach itself and forms a hard outer shell (a chrysalis). An amazing transformation happens inside as the caterpillar grows into a butterfly. This process takes a few weeks to a 

month or longer.
FUN FACT: Some species have 

a pupal stage that lasts for 
two years!

ADULT BUTTERFLY
When an adult butterfly emerges from its chrysalis its wings and body are still soft. It pumps blood into its newly 

formed wings and within a 
half hour, the exoskeleton hardens and the wings become rigid. They will fly, mate and reproduce. Most adult butterflies live for only one or two weeks. 

FUN FACT: Some species hibernate during the winter and can live up to 
several months!

TOP THINGS TO DO FOR 

Girls Weekend

LUNCH
on Mackinac Island Waterfront
($-$$$)

ENJOY 
AFTERNOON TEA 

at Mackinac Island’s Grand Hotel
($$)

TAKE A PRIVATE 
CARRIAGE TOUR

You can book a private tour for your group! 
($$)

SUNSET 
CRUISE

AROUND 
MACKINAC 

ISLAND
Take a Mackinac Island 

Sip ‘n Sail Cruise  ($$)

EXPLORE 
MACKINAC 
ISLAND STATE 
PARK
($-$$)

MACKINAC 
ISLAND NIGHT 
LIFE
�ings 
really rev up 
a�er dark!
($-$$$)

MACKINACISLAND.ORG

SHOPPING
�e island is full of interesting shops, 

one-of-a-kind boutiques and fascinating art galleries
($-$$$)

HEAD TO THE 
SPA-AHHH

Lakeside Spa at Mission Point Resort
   Astor Spa at Grand Hotel

Vintage Glam Salon 
($-$$$)

For more 

Girls Weekend ideas, visit

M A C K I N A C 
I S L A N D ’ S 
B O T A N I C A L 
T R A I L
Mackinac Island is less than 4 square 

miles yet has over 70 miles of trails. 

And on top of that, 80% of the Island 

is State Park land! Good for hiking, 

biking, and even horseback riding the 

trails crisscross the Island running along 

bluffs, over hills, and through the thick 

canopy of the forest.

Help Keep 
Mackinac 
Beautiful!
There are a few simple things you 

can do to help sustain our island 

and keep it beautiful for everyone!

MACKINAC ISLAND 

STATE PARK ETIQUETTE

■ Do Not Pick The Flowers 

There is a fine for picking flowers in 

the Mackinac Island State Park. As 

beautiful as they are, please leave 

them where they are.

■ Do Not Climb Natural Features 

Many natural features on Mackinac 

are delicate and subject to erosion 

making them dangerous to climb on. 

They are also sacred places for the 

Anishnaabek so please do not climb 

rocks or limestone features.

■ Stay On Designated Trails 

Going off the trail can cause erosion 

and kills plants and vegetation. Please 

stay on designated trails. If you need a 

map, they are located at the Tourism 

Bureau Booth or various downtown 

establishments.

■ Leave No Trace 
Pick up after yourself and leave no 

trace. Garbage cans are located 

throughout the Island and at various 

points of interest. Do your part 

and help us keep Mackinac Island 

beautiful!

❏ Yellow Trout Lily 
A native North American 

woodland plant with yellow 

flower. The foliage resembles 

the markings of a brook trout 

(hence the name). Trout Lily 

is a seasonal ground cover.

❏ Lily of the Valley 
A woodland flowering plant. 

Stems are covered with tiny 

white, bell-shaped flowers 

and have a sweet perfume. 

Care should be taken as it is a 

poisonous plant.

❏ Marsh Marigold 
Yellow Marsh Marigold is a 

perennial that grows 1-2 feet 

tall. It has thick stems, heart-

shaped leaves and clusters of 

large, buttercup-like yellow 

flowers.

❏ Meadow Cranesbill 
Purple leaves in spring that 

stay true to color throughout 

the season. Lavender-blue 

flowers bloom in late spring. 

More shade causes the foliage 

to be greener.

❏ Jack in the Pulpit 
Jack-in-the-pulpit, or Indian 

turnip, requires shade. 

Found in deciduous woods 

and floodplains, it has large, 

cylindrical, green hooded 

flowers, with brown stripes.

❏ May Apples 
A native perennial whose 

flowers bloom in May. They 

form a carpet of bright 

green foliage. The fruit is 

commonly called “American 

mandrake” and is poisonous.

❏ Forget Me Not 
Tiny sky-blue flowers with 

yellow centers on stems that 

grow from 4 inches to a foot. 

A perennial, its natural habit 

is near marshes, bogs, river 

banks and woodlands. 

❏ Jacob’s Ladder 
A perennial spring 

wildflower which has 

flowering stems that are  

low to the ground. The 

flowers have five petals that 

are bell-shaped. 

❏ Trillium 
A native woodland plant of 

the lily family with three 

petals. Also called Trinity 

Flower, Toadshade and 

Birthroot. A solitary spring-

blooming flower.

❏ Ferns (Variety) 
Several species of these 

seedless, vascular plants 

grow in Michigan's warm 

summers and snow-covered 

winters. Growing season: 

early May to early October.

❏ Spring Beauty 
A perennial wildflower that 

grows 3-6" tall and consists 

of loose clusters of pink or 

whitish flowers, striped with 

dark pink. It has a sweet, 

chestnut-like flavor.

❏ Solomon’s Seal 
Native to woodland areas of 

several continents, including 

North America. The flowers 

last for several weeks in the 

spring, followed by spherical, 

blue-black fruits.

Native Flowering Plants
OF MACKINAC ISLAND

WISCONSIN

ILLINOIS
IOWA

Sault Ste. Marie

MACKINAC 
ISLAND

85-kilometer drive from 
Sault Ste. Marie to 
St. Ignace via I-75

(approx. 50 minutes)

75

International Bridge

Chippewa County 
International Airport (CIU)

Mackinac City (Ferry)

St. Ignace (Ferry)

Pellston Regional Airport (PLN)

Blue Water Bridge

Marine City (Ferry)

Algonac 
(Ferry)

Sombra, Ontario
(Ferry)

Walpole Island, 
Ontario (Ferry)

Detroit-Windsor Tunnel
Ambassador Bridge

Sault Ste. Marie Airport

Gaylord

Petoskey

Alpena

Traverse City

Midland

Saginaw

Lansing

Ann Arbor
Battle Creek

Kalamazoo

Wyoming

Grand Rapids

Muskegon

Dearborn

Livonia
Detroit

Flint

Troy

Bay City

MICHIGAN

INDIANA OHIO

CANADA

CANADA

HOW TO GET TO MACKINAC ISLAND FROM CANADA

MACKINACISLAND.ORG

BY AIR
■ Chippewa County  

International Airport (CIU)■ Pellston Regional Airport (PLN)
LAND BORDER CROSSINGS■ Ambassador Bridge 
■ Blue Water Bridge 
■ Detroit-Windsor Tunnel 
■ International Bridge 

FERRIES TO THE ISLAND
■ Mackinac City 
■ St. Ignace

INTERNATIONAL FERRY CROSSINGS■ Bluewater Ferry between Sombra, Ont. and Marine City, Mich. 
■ Walpole-Algonac Ferry between  Walpole Island, Ont. and Algonac, Mich.

GREAT LAKES CRUISES
■ Several ships include Mackinac Island as a port of call on cruises that navigate Lake Michigan, Lake Superior, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, Lake Ontario and Georgian Bay.

There are several ways for Canadian travelers to reach Mackinac Island and they often are shorter and faster trips than for many 
American travelers.
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GRAND HOTEL 
286 Grand Avenue

ISLAND BREEZE OF MACKINAC 
7395 Main Street

MACKINAC ART GALLERY  
AT MURRAY HOTEL 
7260 Main Street

MACKINAC’S LITTLE GALLERY 
7410 Market Street

MAEVE’S ARTS 
7463 Market Street

MISSION POINT RESORT 
One Lakeshore Drive

NOEL SKIBA ART 
6947 Main Street

POINTE OF VIEW ART GALLERY 
1428 Astor Street

RICHARD & JANE MANOOGIAN  
MACKINAC ART MUSEUM 
7070 Main Street
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Island Breeze 
of Mackinac

Grand Hotel
Mackinac  
Art Gallery

Mackinac’s 
Little Gallery

Maeve’s Arts

Mission 
Point Resort

Noel  
Skiba Art

Pointe of View Art Gallery

Richard & Jane Manoogian 
Mackinac Art Museum

MACKINAC ISLAND
FIELD TRIP

Perhaps nothing expresses the culture of a place better than its art. 
And Mackinac Island has no shortage of beautiful works!
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DIGITAL ADS
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DREAMING OF SUMMER
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=SAQetC-UFuo

DREAMING OF SUMMER
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=SAQetC-UFuo

VIDEO

SOCIAL MARKETING
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PRINT ADVERTISING

V O T E D

MACKINACISLAND.ORG

Travel & Leisure Magazine World’s Best Awards 2022

BEST ISLAND
IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. 
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MACKINACISLAND.ORG

M A C K I N A C  I S L A N D
74th Annual

JUNE 3-12  |  2022

The Mackinac Island Lilac Festival is the largest and most historic festival on 

Mackinac Island. It’s 10 days celebrating the lilacs and their uniqueness and history 

to Mackinac Island. Join us for the Lilac Queen coronation, official poster reveal,  

10K Run/Walk, lilac walking tours, lilac planting seminars, bounce houses,  

Michigan Cornhole tournament, live music, the Grand Parade, and more!

Additional Events:

✤ Daily walk and talk tours with  
lilac expert Jeff Young

✤ Daily planting session with  
lilac expert Jeff Young

✤ Bounce Houses & family games  
at Windermere Point

✤ Sip n Sail Cruises

✤ Public Library Book Sale

✤ Lilac Festival Posters displayed  
at Mission Point Resort

✤ View local artist new work  
at Murray Hotel

✤ Movie in the Fort: Wizard of Oz

✤ Photography Tours, Nature Walk, 
and Birding Adventures

✤ Artist features, book signings,  
and painting sessions

–  F E A T U R E D  E V E N T S  –
O FFI CI A L  L I L AC  FE S T I VA L 

P O S T ER  R E V E A L 
FRIDAY, JUNE 3 • 5:15 P.M.

Q U EEN  CO R O N AT I O N 
FRIDAY, JUNE 3 • 5 P.M.

1 0 K  RU N / WA L K
SATURDAY, JUNE 4 • 9:30 A.M

WE S T  M I CH I G A N 
B O OT S CO OT ER S  

L I N E  DA N CI N G  O N  
M A R K E T  S T R EE T 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4 • 6:30-8:30 P.M.

M I CH I G A N  CO R N H O L E 
TO U R N A M EN T  

AT  WI N D ER M ER E  P O I N T 
SATURDAY, JUNE 11 • 10 A.M.

L I L AC  FE S T I VA L  
G R A N D  PA R A D E 

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 • 4 P.M.

SCAN for  
LILAC FESTIVAL 

details

NEW SEASON,
NEW MEMORIES

S O M E T H I N G  F O R  E V E R Y O N E !

For centuries, visitors have found this national landmark to be the ideal vacation 
spot. No cars. No chain hotels. Just world-famous Mackinac Island Fudge,  

historic Fort Mackinac, unique shopping and diverse dining. Unforgettable 
sunsets, awe-inspiring sunrises and extraordinary nightlife befit our ranking as 
a Top 10 U.S. Island by TripAdvisor and USA Today.  Start planning your trip to 

Mackinac Island…The Jewel of the Great Lakes.

B O O K  N OW  B E F O R E  I T ’ S  T O O  L AT E !

M A C K I N A C I S L A N D . O R G
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Watercolor Café
6939 Main St.
Mackinac Island, MI
906-262-0642

1 300

Catering 
menu 

available or 
BYO food/
beverage

No
Kate Dupre

906-262-0642watercolormackinac@gmail.com

Watercolor Cafe offers a quaint event venue alternative for your small group. Enjoy a glorious harbor view and eclectic artsy decor at this downtown adjacent location. Space is available in the late afternoons and evenings after cafe service hours.

Mackinac State Historic Parks
7200 Lake Shore Dr
Mackinac Island, MI
906-847-3328

1 1,176 BYO food/
beverage Yes

Cassondra Boothroyd
906-847-3328

boothroydc@michigan.gov

Station 256 Conference Room is located above the Mackinac Island State Park Visitor’s Center in the heart of downtown Mackinac Island. It is housed in the historic 1915 Coast Guard Station, and features views of the harbor, downtown, Marquette Park and iconic Fort Mackinac. Station 256 Conference Room features boardroom-style seating for up to 14 and classroom-style seating for up to 30. A 65″ television monitor, conference phone, and Wi-Fi are available in the room. The Station 256 Conference Room is available for all-day sessions (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.), or half day sessions (9:00 a.m. to noon, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.). Evening rentals also potentially available. Rental for the full day is $500 and the half-day sessions are $250. Food can be catered into the room; coffee service available. A Mackinac State Historic Parks staff member will be available to assist for your meeting.
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DET
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MEETING 
SPACES 
ONLY

A-List Event Group
877-368-7280

Brevin Cawthorne
info@ 

alisteventgroup.com
877.368.7280 (toll free)

A-List Event Group are Mackinac Island’s audio/visual experts, located ON the 
Island. From wireless microphones to PA systems, media screens to lighting 
solutions - we are able to provide top notch production at an affordable rate, 
as our equipment inventory and event support staff are based ON the Island. 
In todays increasingly cluttered marketplace, nothing is more important 
than being clearly seen and heard. We would love to assist in delivering your 
message - loud and clear.

AUDIO/VISUAL RENTALS

CONTA
CT

DES
CRIP

TI
ON

MINNEAPOLIS
  9 HRS

MILWAUKEE
  6 HRS

CHICAGO
  6.5 HRS

ST. LOUIS
  10.5 HRS

NASHVILLE
  11.5 HRS

GRAND RAPIDS
  4 HRS

LANSING
  3.5 HRS

INDIANAPOLIS
  7.5 HRS

TORONTO
  8 HRS

DETROIT
  4.5 HRS

BUFFALO
  8 HRS

CLEVELAND
  7 HRS

WASHINGTON D.C.
  12 HRS

LOUISVILLE
  9 HRS

COLUMBUS
  7 HRS

CINCINNATI
  8 HRS

MACKINAC 
ISLAND

HOW TO GET TO MACKINAC ISLAND
BY CAR

■ From the south, take I-75 to the ferry docks in either Mackinaw City or St. Ignace.
■ From the north, take I-75 or U.S. 2 to the ferry docks.■ Here’s what to do with your car when visiting Mackinac Island.

BY BOAT
■ Both Shepler’s Mackinac Island Ferry and Star Line Mackinac Island Hydro-Jet Ferry 

offer boats to Mackinac Island and back f rom late April through the end of October. The 
ferry ride takes about 20 minutes f rom either Mackinaw City or St. Ignace.■ You can take a private boat to Mackinac Island and dock it in the public marina or one 
of the many private boat slips in Mackinac Island State Harbor.

BY PLANE
■ Take a commercial flight into Pellston Regional Airport (PLN) or Chippewa County 

International Airport (CIU), where you can catch a shuttle (Mackinaw Shuttle or Northern 
Transport) to the Mackinac Island ferry docks.■ Arrange a charter flight directly to Mackinac Island. From airports far & wide to  
picking you up in Traverse City (TVC), Pellston (PLN) or Chippewa County (CIU),  
call Fresh Air Aviation, Great Lakes Air, or North Country Aviation.■ Take an air taxi into Mackinac Island Airport with Fresh Air Aviation or Great Lakes Air. 
The flight f rom St. Ignace takes about 7 minutes.

DRIVING TIMETO MACKINAC ISLAND

PUBLICATIONS

GROUP TOUR  
GUIDE

MACKINACISLAND.ORG

MEETING AND 
CONVENTION GUIDE

MACKINACISLAND.ORG

https://www.mackinacisland.org/
group-tour-guide/

https://www.mackinacisland.org/
meeting-guide/

MICHIGAN’S BEST PUBLICATION REACHES 
600,000+ HOUSEHOLDS

GRAND RAPIDS | KALAMAZOO | MUSKEGON | 6.5.22WHERE TO FIND MICHIGAN’S BEST CONTENT 

When we chose the stories for this 
edition, all the events and dates were 
accurate. As always, find the most-
up-to-date information on the event/
activity website, facebook page or 
other direct information source.

For delivery concerns or to stop receiving this publication please call 800.804.5788, 
email customercare@mlive.com, or go to http://michigans-best.com.

          MLive | www.mlive.com/michigansbest                      

          Facebook | facebook.com/MLiveMIBest                             

          Print | every Sunday, around the state

 Instagram | @mlivemibest

 Twitter | @mlivemibest             

All about  
Mackinac Island

[ LOOK INSIDE]

•  For Mackinac Island day-trippers 
who plan to return to the mainland 
on the same day, both Star Line and 
Shepler’s offer free parking in lots at 
or near the ferry docks in Mackinaw 
City and St. Ignace. In some cases, the 
ferry companies use shuttles or trams 
to transport you from the parking lot 
to the ferry dock. Both Star Line and 
Shepler’s also offer premium dock side 
parking for day-trippers, for a fee. For the 
latest pricing, visit mackinacferry.com or 
sheplersferry.com. 

•  For visitors staying overnight on 
Mackinac Island, Star Line offers 
unsecured overnight parking for free at 
both mainland docs and secured parking 
in Mackinaw City for a nominal daily fee. 

Shepler’s offers overnight parking for 
a nominal daily fee in both Mackinaw 
City and St. Ignace. Both companies also 
offer premium parking in Mackinaw City 
at a higher price. 

•  Both Star Line and Shepler’s provide 
wheelchair and electric scooter-
accessible parking, and parking for large 
vehicles such as RVs. 

WHERE 
TO DOCK 

YOUR BOAT 
ON MACKINAC 

ISLAND

 Although most visitors board a commercial 
ferry, it is possible to take your own personal 
boat to Mackinac Island. The Mackinac Island 
State Harbor includes a public marina with 80 
boat slips. Most are available for transient use by 
the day or overnight, with electricity and water 
available as well as pump-out service. 
 The “Clean Marina-certified” harbor is about 
6 miles from St. Ignace, 7 miles from Mackinaw 
City, 15 miles from Cheboygan and 50 miles from 
Petoskey. It can accommodate boats up to 74 feet 
in length. Other amenities include restrooms and 

showers, picnic tables, grills and Wi-Fi. 
 The public marina is open from mid-May 
through mid-October across from Marquette Park 
at the foot of Fort Mackinac, a short walk from 
shopping, restaurants and nightlife downtown. 
Harbor reservations through the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources are strongly 
advised. Call 1-800-447-2757.
 Private boat slips also are available for 
both day dockage and overnight stays. Call the 
Mackinac Island Tourism Bureau at (906) 847-
3783 for more information on private slips.

 Is one night enough to spend on 
Mackinac Island? It can be, especially if 
that’s the time you have. But more often 
than not, we hear people wishing they 
had more time on Mackinac Island. After 
all, Mackinac Island is best enjoyed at 
a leisurely pace. On “island time,” you 
might say. 
 When you have time for a picnic 
overlooking the Mackinac Island harbor 
in Marquette Park…
 When you have time to get “lost” while 
riding a bike through the many miles of 
trails in Mackinac Island State Park…
 When you can linger with no hurry 
at Mackinac Island attractions such 
as Fort Mackinac, the Grand Hotel 
Stables & Carriage Museum or either 
of two butterfly conservatories, Wings 
of Mackinac and The Original Butterfly 
House and Insect World…

 While you’ll get a good feel for 
Mackinac Island by staying one night, 
the best way to really appreciate the vibe 
of Mackinac Island is to spend multiple 
nights. It’s a feeling that can be hard to 
explain, but here are just a few of the 
ways to experience it while spending a 
few days on Mackinac Island: 

• Ballroom dancing at Grand Hotel
• Sunset or sunrise water adventures with 

Great Turtle Kayak Tours
• Golf at Wawashkamo Golf Club, the 

oldest golf course in Michigan, or play 
family glow golf after dark on the Greens 
of Mackinac at Mission Point Resort

• Party on a Sip N’ Sail Cruise under the 
Mackinac Bridge at sunset, with live 
music and a cash bar

• Stargazing from the top of Mackinac 
Island at Fort Holmes

• Shopping in each of Mackinac Island’s 
five unique shopping districts

• Watch a family movie at dusk on the 
grounds of historic Fort Mackinac

 Will you enjoy one night on Mackinac 
Island? Yes! But no matter how many nights 
you decide to stay, you just might find yourself 
wishing you had more time on Mackinac 
Island.

if you haven’t already planned a visit to Mackinac Island, what are you 
waiting for? Come on up next weekend for one of the traditional hallmarks 
of summer, the Lilac Festival Grand Parade at 4 p.m. Sunday, June 12. Or 
be a part of Mackinac Island’s Fourth of July celebration with two fireworks 
displays this year, plus the world championship of stone skipping!
 Summer on Mackinac Island also brings two iconic sailboat races in 
July, one that starts in Chicago and another that begins in Port Huron. And, 
of course, there’s the Mackinac Island Fudge Festival in August with fudge-
themed fun including family games, special fudge-making demonstrations 
and fudge-inspired food and cocktails.
 In addition to exciting events, summer on Mackinac Island means 
relaxing days where life moves at a clip-clop pace, and you can do whatever 
you want – or nothing at all! Hiking to scenic bluffs, exploring historic forts, 
sampling world-famous fudge, pedaling a bike along the waterfront, taking 
a horse-drawn carriage ride through town, lounging by the pool with your 
favorite beverage in hand…it’s all in a summer day on Mackinac Island
 Whatever you’re looking forward to this summer on Mackinac Island, 
these pages are full of tips to help you plan your visit and make the most of 
Summer in the Straits!

SPONSORED for Mackinac Island CVB

MEMORIAL DAY HAS PASSED. 
SCHOOL’S LETTING OUT. AND THE 
74TH ANNUAL MACKINAC ISLAND 
LILAC FESTIVAL IS UNDERWAY

It is officially summertime in Michigan! 

 There’s no bridge to Mackinac Island, so you can’t drive there. And while some 
visitors do fly into the island’s airport, the vast majority take a ferry boat from 
either Mackinaw City in the Lower Peninsula or St. Ignace in the Upper Peninsula. 
 Two ferry companies – Shepler’s Mackinac Island Ferry and Star Line Mackinac 
Island Hydro-Jet Ferry – service Mackinac Island from both mainland docks and 
both companies offer daytime or overnight parking for customers, with different 
options and pricing.

HOW MANY NIGHTS TO SPEND 
ON MACKINAC ISLAND

WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR CAR  
WHEN VISITING MACKINAC ISLAND

SWIMMING POOLS 
ON MACKINAC

DOGS ARE 
WELCOME!
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Mackinac Island Voted  
Best Island in 

Continental U.S.
4 Reasons Travel & Leisure readers  

rated Mackinac Island No. 1

Best U.S Islands
Conde Nast Traveler  
Readers Choice Awards 2018

Best U.S Island 
Destination
Islands.com

Best Island Destination 
in the World, #5
National Geographic

America’s Grandest 
Hotels, #6: Grand Hotel
The Huffington Post

Grand Hotel  
Top Michigan Hotel
U.S. News & World Report

Top 10 Car-Free 
Destination  
in the world, #5
Sherman’s Travel

Top Family-Friendly 
Beach Town
Nerd Wallet Travel

Lilac Festival chosen as 
one of America’s 14 Best 
Small-Town Festivals
Fodor’s

Hottest U.S. Summer 
Destination 2018
Trip Advisor

A Most Tourist Friendly  
U.S. City 2018
Expedia

Best Little Beach Towns  
to Visit This Summer 2018
Coastal Living

Best Picnic Spot  
in Michigan 2018
Reader’s Digest

5 Best Golf Experiences  
in Michigan 2018
Golf Digest

Top Ten Island in the U.S.
Trip Advisor

Mackinac Island State Park 
was named the #1  
State Park in the U.S.
FamilyFun

Pink Pony named 
the most Iconic 
Bar in Michigan
Thrillist

Country Living Magazine 
names Mackinac Island in the 
Top 5 All American Islands
Country Living Magazine

Grand Hotel among 
the 50 Most Romantic 
Honeymoon 
Destinations in  
the United States
Yahoo

Travel + Leisure readers  
have voted Mackinac Island 

#1 
Top 15 Islands in the 

Continental U.S. 
in the publication’s  

World’s Best Awards this year.

MACKINACISLAND.ORG

Best Wedding 
Destination in the U.S.
DestinationWeddings.com

It’s official.  
Mackinac Island is No. 1!
Michigan’s iconic travel destination has been 
a popular escape for generations. Now, visitors 
from across the globe have named charming 
and beautiful Mackinac Island their favorite place 
to get away, putting it atop the list of the Top 15 
Islands in the Continental U.S. in this year’s Travel 
+ Leisure World’s Best Awards.

Travel + Leisure readers hailed the “Jewel of the 
Great Lakes” as the “quintessential vacation spot 
for enjoying the simple pleasures.” They love 
Mackinac Island’s car-free streets full of horse-
drawn carriages and bicycles, its historic character 
and well-preserved Victorian homes, and its 
incredible natural beauty and world-famous 
Mackinac Island fudge.

“What a different place to visit,” one voter said. “It’s 
like its own little world.” 

Travel + Leisure each year asks readers to rate their 
travel experiences based on things to do, sights 
to see, natural attractions, food, overall value and 
more. The feedback is used to recognize an elite 
group of travel destinations with World’s Best 
Awards – everything from best islands to best 
cities to best cruise ships and beyond. 

Mackinac Island is no stranger to Travel + Leisure 
readers, who ranked it No. 9 in 2021. Here are four 
reasons Mackinac Island topped the list in 2022:

■ MACKINAC ISLAND’S CHARMING 
ATMOSPHERE – “You’ll find neither cars nor 
chain brands on this tiny island,” Travel + Leisure 
writes. It’s the perfect place to “escape from the 
hustle and bustle” and feel as though you’re 
stepping back in time to a slower, more relaxed 
pace of life. The way vacation should be! 

■ MACKINAC ISLAND’S EXTRAORDINARY 
HOSPITALITY – Visiting Mackinac Island is “like 
stepping into a fairy tale,” writes Travel + Leisure. 
Travelers arrive by ferry boat at the Mackinac 
Island dock “where horse-drawn carriages await 
to whisk you and your luggage to your lodging.” 
The many places to stay on Mackinac Island 
“channel a bygone era” and exude “genteel 
hospitality.” 

■ MACKINAC ISLAND’S DIVERSE SHOPPING 
AND DINING – From the “irresistible smell of 
homemade fudge” to delicious dishes prepared 
by star chefs at fine-dining restaurants, 

Mackinac Island is a wonderful place to gratify 
your palate with a variety of flavors, writes Travel 
+ Leisure. It’s also home to some of the prettiest 
picnic spots in the world. And the many art 
galleries and boutique shops of Mackinac Island 
offer special, one-of-a-kind treasures to be 
discovered.

■ MACKINAC ISLAND’S ADVENTUROUS 
LANDSCAPE – Travel + Leisure readers love 
the many sights to see and things to explore 
on Mackinac Island, both in town and in the 
expanse of the state park that covers 80% of the 
island. Visitors enjoy riding a bike all the way 
around the lakeshore drive that circles Mackinac 
Island and paddling the surrounding waters in 
a kayak. They have fun exploring historic Fort 
Mackinac and gawking at some of Michigan’s 
oldest and grandest homes. And they appreciate 
the chance to “get lost in a flutter of delicate 
wings” at Mackinac Island’s beautiful butterfly 
conservatories. 

Being named the No. 1 Island by Travel + Leisure 
readers is one of many accolades – or shall we say, 
“Mack-olades” – that Mackinac Island has earned. 
Mackinac Island also has been named the most 
tourist-friendly U.S. city by Expedia and the Best 
Family Vacation Destination by Away.com. It’s 
the site of the best picnic spot in Michigan, per 
Reader’s Digest. HGTV even rated Mackinac Island 
one of the country’s best Christmas towns!

Here are 10 more honors for Mackinac Island, the 
“Jewel of the Great Lakes” and the No. 1 Island in 
the Continental U.S.

■ Best Little Beach Towns to Visit This Summer, 
Coastal Living

■ 5 Best Golf Experiences in Michigan, Golf Digest

■ Top 10 Car-Free Destination in the World, 
Sherman’s Travel

■ Best Wedding Destination in the U.S., 
DestinationWedding.com

■ Best Midwest Small-Town Getaways, Midwest 
Living

■ Top Family-Friendly Beach Town, NerdWallet 
Travel

■ No. 1 State Park in the US, FamilyFun magazine

■ Most Romantic Destinations in the U.S., 
DatingAdvice.com

■ America’s Grandest Hotels, The Huffington Post

■ 100 Places to Take Your Kids, Frommers

SPONSORED CONTENT

To download 
list of activities

1. HORSES ON MACKINAC ISLAND 
Narrated horse-drawn carriage tours are a great way to see Mackinac Island. 
Both public and private tours are available for about an hour or hour and 
45-minute tour. But that’s not all the horse activities! Check out Cindy’s 
Riding Stable for saddle-horse riding options or Jack’s Livery for a one-of-
a-kind drive-yourself carriage experience. Cindy’s Riding Stable requires 
children to be 10 years old and 50 inches tall to ride with them. If you have 
little ones, stop by Cindy’s, Jack’s, or the Grand Hotel Stables to see the horses 
of Mackinac up close and personal!

2. FORT MACKINAC FOR FAMILIES 
Live cannon and rifle firing demonstrations, original buildings from the 
Revolutionary War, and a robust kids quarter makes Fort Mackinac a must-
see for families. And bonus! Not only does a Fort Mackinac ticket get you 
into the Fort, it’s also good for 3 other attractions on Mackinac Island. This 
includes the Biddle House & Mackinac Island Native American Museum and 
Benjamin Blacksmith Shop, the Richard and Jane Manoogian Mackinac Art 
Museum (with air conditioning, great for a rainy or hot summer day!), and the 
American Fur Company Store and Dr. Beaumont Museum.

3. BIKING AND HIKING MACKINAC ISLAND 
With over 70 miles of trails and 8.2 miles of paved road on the perimeter  
of the Island, Mackinac is an outdoor enthusiast’s dream come true. Explore 
the endless trails with vistas and bluffs overlooking the Straits of Mackinac. 
Bring your own bikes (for an additional ferry fee) or rent bikes at one of  
our bike rental locations. They have all kinds of bike options from tandems  
to mountain bikes, kid bikes, tag-alongs, and buggies for transporting 
younger children. Be sure to stop by our Tourism Bureau office for a 
complimentary map! 

4.  ENJOY A BOAT CHARTER  
Enjoy a day on the water with Brown-Eyed Girl Boat Charters or Wild Honey 
Sailing Charters. Brown Eyed Girl can accommodate small groups/parties and 
provides a custom excursion for your family. Sail the waters with Wild Honey 
Sailing Charters. They provide custom-tailored cruises and can accommodate 
6 people.

5.  VISIT NATURAL FORMATIONS AND HISTORICAL 
STRUCTURES ON MACKINAC ISLAND 
Venture into the interior of the Island to find Arch Rock, Sugar Loaf, Fort 
Holmes, Crack-in-the-Island, Cave of the Woods, or the Mackinac Island Post 
Cemetery. Mackinac Island is filled with robust natural and historical history!

6.  BUTTERFLY HOUSES ON MACKINAC ISLAND 
Mackinac Island has not one but TWO butterfly houses! Wings of Mackinac 
opened in 1997 and is located up at Surrey Hill, a stop along the public 
Carriage Tours route. The Original Butterfly House and Insect World is the first 
of its kind in Michigan and the third oldest live butterfly exhibit in the U.S. 
Located behind Ste. Anne’s church, you’ll be mesmerized by these magical 
creatures. 

7.  TAKE A FISHING CHARTER 
Relax and enjoy an exciting day of fishing with E.U.P. Fishing and Charters. 
Their 27-foot sport fishing boat has a hardtop, cuddy cabin, and clean  
private bathroom. 

8.  PLAYGROUNDS ON MACKINAC ISLAND 
Playgrounds are always a favorite for families visiting the Island. There are 
3 playgrounds on Mackinac Island. One is in Marquette Park behind the 
Richard and Jane Manoogian Art Museum. A second is at the Mackinac 
Island Public School on the boardwalk on the west side of the downtown area. 
And the final playground is in the interior of the Island at Great Turtle Park.

9.  ART AT WATERCOLOR CAFÉ 
Watercolor Café offers kids art classes throughout the season. Visit their 
website to see a schedule. They also sell art kits, coloring sheets, and different 
art-themed goods to enjoy while grabbing a bite to eat!

10. PUTT-PUTT GOLF AT THE GREENS OF 
MACKINAC AT MISSION POINT RESORT 
Test your golf game on this 18-hole executive putting green at Mission Point 
Resort. It’s fun during the day or for even more of a challenge, try glo-golf  
at night!

11. ENJOY THE GREAT OUTDOORS 
Toss a Frisbee, fly a kite, kick the ball around, or play catch on the green 
spaces of Mackinac Island. The Great Lawn at Mission Point Resort, 
Windermere Point on the west side of downtown, and Marquette Park are 
great options to play outdoor games. Visit Great Turtle Toys, a robust toy store 
with diverse selections, for all your outdoor activity needs. Flying kites is not 
allowed at Marquette Park. Please enjoy flying kites at Windermere Point or the 
Great Lawn at Mission Point Resort.

12. MAZE OF MIRRORS ON MACKINAC ISLAND 
Find your way through the life-size Maze of Mirrors on Mackinac Island. 
Located next to the Murray Hotel, it’s fun for the whole family!

13. HAUNTED THEATER ON MACKINAC ISLAND 
What was once a Motion Picture theater is now a haunted theater. Make 
your way through the Haunted Theater of Mackinac Island and experience 
monsters from Mackinac’s history.

14. KAYAK, SNORKEL, AND VENTURE OUT  
ON A STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD ON  
MACKINAC ISLAND 
Kayak into the sunset, coast on a stand-up paddleboard off the coast of 
Arch Rock, and explore a rock maze in the underwater caves off the coast of 
Mackinac Island. Great Turtle Kayak Tours is your go-to guide for all things 
water on Mackinac Island.

15. PARASAILING MACKINAC ISLAND 
See Mackinac from the sky! Take off and land directly from the flight deck 
for a smooth, safe, and dry parasail flight with Mackinaw Parasailing. Single, 
double, and triple flyer options are available!

16. PICNIC IN THE PARK 
What better way to slow down from the busyness of it all than to have an old-
fashion picnic in the park. Order to-go food from one of the many restaurants 
on Mackinac or make a stop at America’s oldest grocery store, Doud’s Market! 
They have everything you would imagine at a grocery store plus a deli section 
with both hot and cold grab & go selections.

17. MACKINAC ISLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
The Mackinac Island Public Library is a picturesque library located right on 
the lakeshore. It’s a quiet place to go on a hot or rainy day and features a kids’ 
corner for families! 

18. GEOCACHING ON MACKINAC ISLAND 
Over 100 active geocaches are on Mackinac Island. Geocaching is like a real-
life treasure hunt with the perks of doing it on one of the most historical and 
beautiful places in Michigan!

19. DISC GOLF ON MACKINAC ISLAND 
A 9-hole disc golf course is located in Great Turtle Park in the middle of the 
Island. Here you will also find a basketball court, soccer field, baseball field, 
equestrian area, picnic pavilion, and playground.

THINGS TO DO
Mackinac Island is world-renowned as the place to get away from it all and relax. But when you’re looking for 

something to do, there’s plenty to find! Mackinac Island has something to do for everyone – rain or shine.

Start your adventure...

MACKINACISLAND.ORG

19 THINGS  
for Families to Do on  

Mackinac Island
We love seeing families who visited Mackinac Island as a kid and are  
now bringing their kids to the Island. As you plan your next family 

vacation, here are 19 fun ideas for the whole family!

#1 Horses on Mackinac Island

#4 Fort Mackinac

TO START YOUR 
MACKINAC ADVENTURE!
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Mackinac Island. 
Michilimackinac. 
The Great Turtle.
Whatever you call it, 
Mack is back! 
After a couple unusual years, we’re all 
longing to get back to the way things used 
to be. And there’s no better place for that 
than historic and charming Mackinac Island!

April is when Michigan’s most iconic 
vacation destination reawakens from 
its snowy slumber. Ferry boats from the 
mainland resume regular daily service on 
April 21 and most all of Mackinac Island’s 
businesses and attractions will open for the 
season later this month or in early May. 

Start planning your 
Mackinac Island 
escape today at 
mackinacisland.org
If you haven’t been to Mackinac Island, don’t 
let 2022 go by without experiencing this 
incredible Michigan treasure. And if you’re 
a frequent ferry passenger, we’re excited to 
welcome you back to all the things you love 
about Mackinac Island, and we know you’ll 
find something new to appreciate on your 
next visit, too. 

In fact, there’s a lot that’s new in 2022 on 
Mackinac Island!

NEW ACTIVITIES
A year after renovating its famed swimming 
pool, Grand Hotel now is adding another 
outdoor recreation space to the resort 
grounds. The Woodlands Activity Center will 
have pickleball courts, space for games such 
as foursquare and hopscotch, a miniature 
golf course called The Gem, a greenhouse 
nature center and a BMX bike path that 
will give kids ages 12 and under a scaled-
down version of the 70-plus miles of biking 
trails through Mackinac Island State Park. 
Construction should wrap up either later this 
spring or early this summer.

NEW RESTAURANTS
Mission Point Resort has completed a major 
enhancement of patio deck seating at 
Round Island Kitchen and brought on a new 
executive chef. Ice House BBQ at  

Island 
House Hotel is 
adding an outdoor pizza 
oven to go with a new rustic bar 
and additional garden seating. And the new 
Mackinac Island Pizza Co. aims to open by 
the Fourth of July near Grand Hotel, offering 
Detroit-style pies for takeout or casual  
dine-in.

NEW DESSERTS
Sadie’s Ice Cream Parlor is introducing a new 
flavor: Mackinac Island Lilac Ice Cream! It’s 
the latest of two dozen ice cream flavors at 
the shop supplied exclusively by Guernsey 
Farms Dairy in the Detroit area. Of course, 
there are always new flavors of world-
famous Mackinac Island fudge to try. And 
speaking of sweet treats, 2022 marks the 
75th anniversary of Grand Hotel’s signature 
dessert, the famous Grand Pecan Ball!

NEW EVENTS
Although the iconic Mackinac Island Lilac 
Festival has been held for more than 70 
years, this year’s celebration will feel new 
with a full schedule of events for the first 
time since before the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Festivities June 3-12 once again will include 

all the activities visitors have come to know 
and love through the years including bounce 
houses on Windermere Point and a Grand 
Parade from one side of Mackinac Island to 
the other. 

NEW LOOKS
There are upgrades all over historic 
Mackinac Island, from fresh paint and new 
walk-in showers at some places to stay 
to a full lobby remodeling at Lilac Tree 
Suites. Mission Point Resort has built a 
new bar area in its Main Lodge lobby and 
added new private hot tubs in 14 suites. 
Chippewa Hotel, home of The Pink Pony 
restaurant, has replaced its gigantic 
25-person hot tub on the waterfront 

patio with a new model that sports, 
you guessed it, a pink pony on the 
bottom. Island House Hotel has 
updated its indoor pool and spa with 

a fresh resurfacing.

NEW ATTRACTIONS
The McGulpin House reopens June 

4 for the first time since the start 
of the pandemic, giving visitors a 

fascinating glimpse into domestic life 
on Mackinac Island in the early 1800s. 

Likewise, Fort Mackinac once again will 
present its popular drill and rifle firing 

program after a two-year hiatus. Among 
other Mackinac State Historic Parks sites, 
the Richard and Jane Manoogian Mackinac 
Art Museum will welcome guests back into 
its Kids’ Art Studio for the first time since 
2019 and the American Fur Co. Store & Dr. 
Beaumont Museum is commemorating 
the 200th anniversary of a truly incredible 
bit of Mackinac Island history: an accidental 
shooting that left a man with a permanent 
hole in his stomach and gave the fort 
surgeon the amazing opportunity to 
conduct pioneering experiments in human 
digestion.
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What’s new
in 2022 on


